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Research in the tobacco control field dates back for decades and
until now impressive amount of scientific evidence is accumu-
lated as a result of numerous collaborative research projects and
academic studies. Currently, hundreds of scientific publications
in specialized tobacco control and public health peer-reviewed
journals are published yearly. Even though such an important
effort in terms of human resources and funds is devoted to to-
bacco control research, a gap between the local, national and
supranational policies in place and current scientific evidence is
unneglectable. Potential reasons for this gap are the insufficient
or mistargeted dissemination of the research results, the tobac-
co industry interference, or the low priority of tobacco control
policies in political agendas, among others.

The aim of this Symposium is to review the existing gaps bet-
ween the scientific evidence from different areas of tobacco
control and policies in place, their reasons and related challen-
ges as well as to propose and debate on the steps the research
community, policy makers and general public should take to
bridge these gaps in the future.
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9:00 h Registration

9:30 h Welcome to the participants

- Josep Maria Vila, President, Catalan Institute of Oncology

- Kristina Mauer-Stender, Programme Manager, Tobacco Control
Programme, WHO Regional Office for Europe

- Joan Guix, Secretary of Public Health, Government of Catalonia

10:00 h Opening conference

“Advancing, evaluating, and defending tobacco control policies
through research: Examples from the ITC Project”

Geoftrey T. Fong, University of Waterloo

10:45 h Discussion Moderator: Joan R. Villalbi, Public Health
Agency of Barcelona

11:00 h Second conference

“Research on tobacco products taxation for global tobacco con-
trol”

Angel Lopez-Nicolas, Polytechnic University of Cartagena

11:30 h Discussion Moderator: Marcela Fu, Catalan Institute
of Oncology

11:45 h Third conference

“Impact of research on tobacco advertisement, promotion and
sponsorship for tobacco control”

Ute Mons, German Center for Cancer Research

12:15 h Discussion Moderator: Carmen Cabezas, Public
Health Agency of Catalonia

12:30 h Finger lunch and networking

14:00 h Fourth conference
“Research on ENDS and the national and EU legislation”
Constantine Vardavas, Hellenic Cancer Society

14:30 h Discussion Moderator: Jose M. Martinez-Sanchez,
International University of Catalonia

14:45 h Fifth conference

“From tobacco research to tobacco control policies: the role of
advocacy”

Xisca Sureda, University of Alcald

15:15 h Discussion Moderator: Francisco Rodriguez, Euro-
pean Network for Smoking and Tobacco Prevention

15:30 h Closing Round Table

“Mind the gap: tobacco control research and policies” with
speakers and young tobacco control researchers

Speakers: G. Fong, A. Lopez-Nicolas, U. Mons, X. Sureda, C.
Vardavas.

Young researchers: Bela Amalia (ICO-IDIBELL, University of Bar-
celona), Eli Henderson (ASPB, Pompeu Fabra University), Nuria
Matilla (International University of Catalonia), Roberto Valiente
(Alacala University).

Moderators: Maria J. Lopez, Public Health Agency of Barcelona
and K. Mauer-Stender, WHO Regional Office for Europe

16:30 h Closing remarks by Esteve Fernandez (Symposium’s
Chair)

Closing of the Symposium by Candela Calle, Director Gene-
ral, Catalan Institute of Oncology

Registration
Free registration on-line (before 16th November)
https://ja.cat/ICOWHOregistration

Venue

“Pau Viladiu” Auditorium

Catalan Institute of Oncology (ICO)

Av. Granvia de 'Hospitalet 199-203, 08908 L'Hospitalet (Barcelona)

Language
The Symposium will be held in English.
Simultaneous translation into/from Spanish will be available.

Funding

The Symposium is funded by WHO Collaborating Center on Tobacco
Control/Catalan Institute of Oncology (ICO) and a Consolidated
Research Group grant to the Tobacco Control Research Group
(2017SGR319) of the Agency for Management of University and Re-
search Grants of the Secretariat of Universities and Research (Minis-
try of Enterprise and Knowledge, Government of Catalonia).
Additional funding is granted by the Agency of Public Health of Ca-
talonia and the Director Plan of Oncology of Catalonia (Ministry of
Health, Government of Catalonia), as well as the Catalan Society for
Tobacco Control and Prevention (SCATT).

Other collaborating institutions: Bellvitge Biomedical Research
Institute (IDIBELL), European Network for Smoking and Tobacco
Prevention (ENSP), and Spanish National Committee for Smoking
Prevention (CNPT).

Visit our website
www.icowhosymposia.net

E-mail
ICOWHOSymposium@iconcologia.net
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